
QUESTIONS
1. Shepherds were considered unclean in the ancient Near East 
(Gen. 46:34) yet Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and David were all 
shepherds. By the time of the New Testament, shepherds were still 
considered of low estate sometimes even as criminals. Why did God 
choose to tell the shepherds about the birth of Christ and, even 
more shocking, that He asked them to tell people the good news 
first?
 
2. Angels appear throughout the Bible as part of God’s redemptive 
plan. The word ‘angel’ means messenger and they usually brought 
good news. What stories from the Old Testament would cause the 
shepherds to be very afraid? Take time and explore the role of 
angels in scripture and how they relate to our passage. Does God 
use angels today?

3. The messages the angel(s) brought was very missional (v. 10, 14). 
To whom was the good news for? Do you share the good news as 
the shepherds and angels did? What are the three titles the baby is 
given and the significance of each title? What does the line “on 
whom his favour rests” mean and why it is a better translation than 
“good will among men”? 

4. In verse 19 it says that “Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart.” In light of Daniel 7:28, to what is she 
considering and giving careful thought? How does this passage 
relate to Simeon’s prophecy found in verses 34-35? Luke writes this 
as an invitation for us to ponder and treasure as well. What things 
do you consider and think of in regards to the faith that is dear to 
your heart?                             
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